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RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF NON-COMPLIANT AMENDMENT 



The Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Sir: 

The Applicants received the attached Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment dated 
14 October 2003 after filing a First Amendment for the Present Application. 

The Attorney of Record conferred with both Examiner Gregory, and with 
Supervisor Shana Ross at 703.306.4189. The Attorney of Record respectfully submits 
that the Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment is incorrect, and that the previously 
submitted First Amendment is in complete compliance with Patent Office Rules. 
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During a phone conversation with Ms. Ross, the Attorney of Record was told to 
ignore the Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment, and that the First Amendment would 
be forwarded to Examiner Gregory. 

The Attorney of Record has submitted this Response to insure that the Present 
Application does not become abandoned, and that the Examiner will have an opportunity 
to enter the First Amendment and pass the Present Application to issue as soon as 
possible. 
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The amendment document filed on 's considered non-compliant because it has failed to meet the requirements of 37 

CFR 1.121, as amended on June 30, 2063 (scieSFed Reg, 3861 J, Jun. 30, 2003). In order for the amendment document to be 
compliant, correction of the following omission(s) or provision is required. Only the section (1.121(h)) of the amendment 
document containing the omission or non-compliant provision must be resubmitted (in its entirety), e.g., the entire 
"Amendments to the claims" section of applicant's amendment document must be re-submitted. 

THE FOLLOWING CHECKED (X) ELEMENTS(S) CAUSE THE AMENDMENT DOCUMENT TO BE NON-COMPLIANT 



□ 



1 . Amendments to the specification: 

□ A. Amended paragraph(s) do not include markings. 

□ B. New paragraph(s) should not be underlined. 

□ C. Other 
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2. Abstract: 

□ A. Not presented on a separate sheet. 37 CFR 1 .72. 

□ B. Other . 
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□ ^3. Amendments to the drawings: 



X 



4. Amendments to the claims: 



□ 
□ 



A. A complete listing of all of the claims is not present. 

B. The listing of claims does not include the text of all claims (incl. withdrawn claims) 

C. Each claim has not been provided with the proper status identifier, and as such, the individu 
cannot be identified. 

D The claims of this amendment paper have not been presented in ascepfiing numerical 
E Other /^Anfligi^ film^lmj^ l/IClU^i^ 




itatus of each claim 



For fiirther explanation of the amendment fomat required by 37 CFR 1.121, see MPEP Sec. 714 and the USPTO website at 
http://www.uspto.eov/web/offices/pac/daDi)/oDla/preogno tice/ofriceflver.pdf ■ 

If the non-compliant amendment is a PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT, applicant is given ONE MONTH from the mail date of 
this letter to supply the corrected section which complies with 37 CFR 1.121. Failure to comply with 37 CFR 1.121 will result in 
non-entry of the preliminary amendment and examination on the merits will commence without consideration of the proposed 
changes m the preliminary amendment(s). ITiis notice is not an action under 35 U.S.C. 132, and this ONE MONTH time hmit is 
not extendable. 

If the non-compliant amendment is a reply to a NON-FINAL OFFICE ACTION, and since the amendment appears to be a bona 
fide attempt to be a reply (37 CFR 1.135(c)), applicant is given a TIME PERIOD of ONE MONTH from the ma.lmg om.s notice 
within which to re-submit the corrected section which complies with 37 CFR 1 . 121 in order to avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS 
OF THIS TIME PERIOD ARE AVAILABLE UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

If the amendment is a reply to a FINAL REJECTION, this form may be an attachment to an Advisory Action. The period for 
response to a rmal relectton continues to run from the date set in the fi nal rejection, and is not affected by the non-compliant 
"statjfe of the amendment, r ^ r\ A . 

uments Examiner (LIE) 
July 22. 2003 (rev.) 




REVISED AMENDMENT PRACT ICE: 37 Cmj.m '.HXNi.^ 
__ Si"aNCE is MAvnATORV ■ Effective Date: July 30. 2003. 

R„te. Changes T. Implemen. El«.r»n,. ^.'^'.^'.-r.^ ;.^,/w,K.Wents/ifw/ 

3861 1 (June 30, 2003), posted on the Office s ' 3 CFR 1.121, and described below, replaces 

with related infonnatton. The amendment practice set forth in revised " '-f '^' • ^.^E: STRICT 

Lvolnntaryrevis^e^mentfo^atava^ab^^^^ 

pirvisrn AMENDMEN T PRACTICE 

image file wrapper. 

:ri7rdTrr^p"r„ir°^s2S^^ 

A) Amendments to the claims: cancellation of a claim or submission of a new 

Smitd Sme any 'claim is amen ded. Canceled ffiiS-a^aiasi "= '■"^ 

(2,rero?icwrsi^S£S"s-?sUrpre^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Ih. cto,«s tharCe teeJ made reLive to the immediate prior version. The changes m any amended cla m 
m ^t oX««de'li"-8(fo--''«l™"=0orst,ike.h,ough(for*^ O 
f.. -W^i-Lf.. «r f"-'r. dnukle brad :'" he used (e p , ItermrW, and <2) if 

amended " and "withdrawn" that are being amended, may mclude markmgs. in 
m text of Ending claims K.ino ...rrentiv amended, includinr ys>ithdrnwn cla,n^ r.^^si be Pre ented m 
*e S iS in clean version. /.I. without any markings. Any claim text presented m clean yers.on w.U 
consUtuTe an assertion that it has not been changed relative to the immediate pr.or version except to om.t 
markings that may have been present in the immediate prior version of the claims. 



o 
o 



1 



CO 



07/22/03 Flyer for mailine with all Omce actions by all TCs 



